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CONFIDENTIAL USBERLIN 0804 

CINCEUR FOR POLAD 
CINCUSAFE FOR POLAD 

CINCUSAREUR FOR POLAD, OPS, AEAGC-COC, & AEAAG-AP 
E.O.l 1652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, WB, GE, GW, US, UK, UR, FR 
SUBJECT: DELAY OF FRENCH SPECIAL "MANEUVER TRAIN" 

1 . ON MARCH 1 1, A FRENCH SPECIAL "MANEUVER TRAIN", 

TRANSPORTING SOLDIERS AND MATERIAL FOR MANEUVERS IN 
THE FRG, WAS DELAYED BY SOVIETS AT MARIENBOR, WHO, 

ACCORDING TO FIRST REPORTS, DEMANDED A FRACHTBRIEF 
(FREIGHT WARRANT) FOR EACH FREIGHT CAR. THEY 
FINALLY LET THE TRAIN PASS WITHOUT PRESENTATION OF 
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FRACHTBRIEFE, BUT SAID THESE MUST BE PROVIDED ON THE 
TRAIN'S RETURN TO BERLIN OR THE TRAIN WOULD NOT BE LET 
BY. 

2. A REVIEW OF ALLIED PRACTICES INDICATES THAT THE 
BTITISH DO USE FRACHTBRIEFE FOR FREIGHT CARS TRAVELLING 
IN SPECIAL MANEUVER TRAINS SUCH AS THIS, BUT THE SOVIETS 
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DO NOT DEMAND, AND ARE NOT SHOWN THEM. U.S. DOES 
NOT RUN SPECIAL MANEUVER TRAINS, BUT ATTACHES FREIGHT 
CARS TO REGULAR PASSENGER TRAINS, AND THESE CARS ARE 
DOCUMENTED WITH FRACHTBRIEFE. FRENCH DO NOT PROVIDE 
FRACHTBRIEF FOR SPECIAL MANEUVER TRAINS. 

3. WE DO NOT WANT TO MAKE TOO MUCH OF THIS INCIDENT, 
BECUASE WE ARE UNCERTAIN WHETHER IT REPRESENTS SIMPLE 
MISUNDERSTANDING OR POTENTIALLY SINISTER SOVIET 
INTENTIONS. SOVIET OFFICERS AT MARIENBORN ASKED U.S. 

TRAIN COMMANDER ON MARCH 1 1 WHETHER FRACHTBRIEFE 
WERE NECESSARY TO BRING FREIGHT THROUGH THE CHECKPOINT; 
CAUTIOUS REPLY WAS THAT US COMMANDER DIDN'T KNOW. 
QUERY AROSE FROM FACT THAT FRENCH TRAIN IN QUESTION DID 
NOT HAVE FRACHTBRIFE AND SOVIETS DIDN'T KNOW WHETHER 
THEY WERE REQUIRED. VARIANCE IN ALLIED PRACTICES AND 
RARITY OF THIS KIND OF FRENCH TRAIN (ABOUT 4 ROUNDTRIPS 
YEARLY) MAY ACCOUNT FOR DIFFICULTIES. LATER FRENCH 
REPORT SUGGESTS SOVIETS MAY NOT EVEN HAVE REQUESTED 
FRACHTBRIEFE, BUT ONLY USUAL PAPERS THE FRENCH PROVIDE. 
VARIOUS FRENCH OFFICERS HAVE DIFFERING INTERPRETATIONS 
AS TO WHETHER SOVIET ACTIONS WERE ILL-INTENDED IN THIS 
CASE. SITUATION FURTHER CONFUSED BY FACT THAT FRENCH 

AT CHECKPOINT WERE USING BRITISH INTERPRETER WHO 
TRANSLATED ONLY FROM RUSSIAN TO ENBLISH. HENCE NO ONE 
IS QUITE SURE WHAT WAS TRULY SAID. 

4. IF QUESTION RE FRACHTBRIEFE REQUIREMENT FOR FRENCH 
SPECIAL MANEUVER TRAINS IS RAISED BY SOVIETS AGAIN, 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 USBERL 00804 221538Z 

WE PROPOSE TO ANSWER THAT ALLIED TRAINS WILL CONTINUE 

TO RUN BETWEEN BERLIN AND FRG IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

ESTABLISHED PRACTICES OF LONG STANDING. WE CONTINUE TO 

MONITOR TREATMENT OF ALLIED TRAINS FOR 

SIGNS OF GDR/SOVIET RETALIATION OF TARIFF INCREASE ISSUE. 

GEORGE 
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